
Frog Pond Ecosystem Field Study 2012
For this trimester project you will present your field studies research. The information for this project has been gathered after numerous class visits to the frog pond in the school grounds. 
You will present your finished document as a book. The book is due Friday June 8th
Frog Pond Ecosystem Field Study
	Field Guide

Attribute
	Description of the Attribute
	Points Possible
	Points
Earned

	Cover 
	Include name, date, class period.

Ecosystem name

Illustration or Photograph
	       5
	

	Introduction
	Write 1-3 paragraphs introducing your ecosystem. Give a general description of your ecosystem including name and location. Define the specific boundaries of the ecosystem. Identify the major organisms, populations, communities, and abiotic factors in the ecosystem. Describe any evidence of human impacts in the ecosystem.  We will do the rough draft in class. 
	10
	

	Field Study Observation Notes
	Type up the observations we have made on our visits to the frog pond
Include each observation as a separate entry, for a total of 6 entries.
Each observation should include:

· Date, time of day, and current weather

· Observations of organisms, interactions, unique features or events including biotic interactions, and abiotic-biotic interactions.
· Patterns of organism behavior or locations, or changes from previous observation
	30
	

	Field Study Organism notes
	1 producer (See field notes rubric)
	5
	

	
	4 consumers, each as a separate entry  (See field notes rubric)
	20
	

	Physical data
	Include the physical data table. Explain which the most limiting factor in this ecosystem is.
	5
	

	Food Web
	Draw a layered food web showing the flow of energy in your ecosystem. You must include a minimum of 12 organisms; the 4 from your field notes, a decomposer and others you observed or observed evidence of. Label the trophic levels.
	5
	

	Questions
	Answer 5 of the questions generated in the class
	10
	

	Quality of work
	Overall field guide appearance, evidence of time and effort.
	10
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


Field Study Organism notes
In your ecosystem field guide you are required to describe 5 organisms from your ecosystem. Each organism should be described on a separate page following the examples and practice in class. Each page will be worth 5 points.
Field Notes Rubric

	Each Organism
	

	Name


	Include the organism’s Latin and the common name. Include also its place in the food web. (producer/consumer)


	Habitat
	Describe the specific habitat where you found the organism. In your own words based on your observations. Describe the abiotic and biotic factors including amount of sun, soil description, surrounding plants. Near water? 



	Description
	Brief description of the organism including but not restricted to size, color, leaf description, whole plant/animal description, measurements. What does the organism eat what eats it? Where does the organism get its energy?



	Drawing
	Accurate, detailed LABELED diagram of the organism.  (You may include a labeled pressed sample for producers). Or include a photograph.



	Interesting fact
	Research an interesting fact about your organism.




WA state standard for science:

 EALR 4 Ecosystems, The Flow of Energy Through Ecosystems 

EALR 2  Inquiry.[image: image1.png]£




